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Salem Witch Trials Debate 
 
 

Take notes on each of the following documents ​focusing on your side of the issue​. ​Judges should focus 
on both sides of the issue.​ Include bullet points and important direct quotes that can be used in your posts 
and replies during the online debate.  
 

Background Article 

 
 
 
 

Cotton Mather's Memorable Providences, Relating to Witchcrafts and Possessions (Excerpts) (1688) 

 

 
 

Massachusetts Governor Hutchinson's "The Salem Witchcraft Delusion of 1692" (Excerpts) 

 

Accused Witch Margaret Jacobs Recants Her Confession of Being a Witch (Excerpt) (1692) 

 

 
 
 
 

Jury Apology in the Salem Witch Trials (1692) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFTk1HOFhGOFU3T1U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFaTFWUDMxOWNKRkE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFM1ZVV2NPNUdXdVU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFNUprZVhvZlhzalE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFUmxLQjhVaVNmR3M/view?usp=sharing


 

 
 

Testimony of Accused Witches Sarah Good, Sarah Osborne and Tituba (1692) 

 

 
 
 

Death Warrant for Accused Witches (1692) 

 
 
 

     ​Accused Witch John Proctor's Petition for Mercy (1692) 

 

   ​Increase Mather's Cases of Conscience Concerning Evil Spirits (Excerpt) (1692) 

 

    ​Reverend Hale's Modest Enquiry into Why the Witchcraft Trials Went so Far (Excerpt) (1697) 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFN0p5dkQyeUhGajQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFTm1GUXlDMndNWVk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFeTF1dkdtWHNPR1U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFWHdkcC1NMzcxUE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFdk1PZ2dmb0ZXQzg/view?usp=sharing


    ​Those Executed for the Crime of Witchcraft 

 

Timeline of Events 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Famous American Trials: Salem Witchcraft Trials 1692​ ​(Bonus - find source(s) from this site to 

use in your arguments) 

 
 
 

      ​Salem Witch Museum​ ​(Bonus - find source(s) from this site to use in your arguments) 

 

      ​Salem Witch Trials: Documentary Archive and Transcription Project​ ​(Bonus - find source(s) 

from this site to use in your arguments) 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFb0hUUFlhMWpiX00/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0uQn3hsTNHFTGVibk0xLXNTem8/view?usp=sharing
http://www.famous-trials.com/salem
http://www.salemwitchmuseum.com/
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html

